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Dear Saints of St. David’s, 

 
I want to share with you a message about Vision.  I wrote it 

around Labor Day.  It is a reflection on my summer eye 
surgery.  It is also a pondering about churches and change.  I 

invite your reflections about vision as well!   
 

Peace be with you, 

Rev. Andrea 
 

Listen again to the ancient poetry of the Song of Solomon (2: 10-13)  
 

My beloved speaks and says to me: 
‘Arise, my love, my fair one, 

   and come away; 
for now the winter is past, 

   the rain is over and gone. 
The flowers appear on the earth; 

   the time of singing has come, 
and the voice of the turtle-dove 

   is heard in our land. 
The fig tree puts forth its figs, 

   and the vines are in blossom; 

   they give forth fragrance. 
Arise, my love, my fair one, 

   and come away. 
 

Wow.  Love poetry.  No wonder our Book of Common Prayer recommends this 
reading for a marriage ceremony.  I read it at two weddings this summer!  Both a 

second marriage, older couples blending established families of children and 
grandchildren.  Couples who have faced losses of one kind or another, and have 

found in their new spouse a surprising new joy, hope and vision for life. 
 

I was telling our Vestry recently that I don’t often say ‘no’ to what I call “outreach” 
weddings or funerals – folks with little or no connection to St. David’s.  There are 

so many people, these days, with no faith community or clergy connection.  Of 
course I say ”yes”, on behalf of St. David’s on-the-Hill!  We have many outreach 

partnerships at St. David’s – SStarbirth Shelter, Food Pantry, Hope and Change for 

Haiti, Loaves and Fishes, Hope Alzheimer’s Center, Church Beyond the Walls … 
perhaps we could add to that list ‘outreach weddings and funerals.’ When we reach 

out, we create ripples in the community; we may not know, right away, the effect.   
 

RECTOR’S GREETINGS 



I got a call this week, out of the blue, from someone who met me at a funeral in 
the past year, and requested communion and a visit.  We never know how a seed 

we plant may take root and grow and flourish. The Epistle of James, today, says 
we must be ‘Doers, not just hearers, of the Word.’  We must ‘care for orphans and 

widows in their distress.’  I rejoice that I am surrounded, here at St. David’s, by 
Doers!    

 
One of the summer weddings was outside, in a meadow.  It was beautiful, except 

for the poison ivy.  And it was a little bit awkward because it was only a few days 
after I had double eye surgery.  My reading vision wasn’t quite there yet, and the 

world was very, very bright!  I asked my husband if he could stand near me and 
be my concierge as I juggled between sunglasses and reading glasses.  I messed 

up a bit, and the best man had to yank me out of the way when I leaned into the 
tree we were standing under, which was, essentially, a poison ivy tree!  But the 

bride and groom were gracious, and we laughed a lot, and it was … spectacular! 

 
It was an adventure wedding – we spent the rest of the day outside on a boat in 

the Bay.  I was overwhelmed by my new eyes!  I didn’t realize how cloudy and 
dim things had become with early and unusual and fast-growing cataracts.  I have 

been stunned by technicolor and super-acuity.  I remember when I was 7 and got 
my first pair of thick glasses, and realized that there were spaces between the 

leaves on trees!  You wander around in a sense of wonder.  Even in the discomfort 
and recalibration of the early days of recovery, I realized – when vision started to 

return – it was different. 
 

I wonder if we might use this experience as a bit of a metaphor.  A metaphor of 
the Spirit.  Vision.  Beginning with the lack of vision.  We may not always realize 

how dim our spiritual vision has become; how cloudy, how dreary: unfocused.  We 
may have a vague sense of frustration in our lives, a desire for change, a sense 

that, somehow, something can be different.  But there’s fear, right?  It’s so much 

easier to leave things the way they are.  There’s risk involved – sometimes 
significant risk! – in change.  Oooh.  This is such a good metaphor for people, and 

congregations.  Vision that has gotten cloudy.  Learning to live with less.  Fear of 
change, unwillingness to risk.  My life is this story over and over again. 

 
But one day, maybe we surprise ourselves, even; we just do it.  We take that risk.  

I want to say something to you that I’ve learned about risk.  It’s okay to fail.  This 
is so important!  When we learn – as individuals or communities – to take risks 

and experiment and reach out in new ways, we will undoubtedly fail sometimes.  
And that’s fine.  We pick ourselves up, learn from it, and try something else.  

There’s something really liberating about failing boldly.   
 

 
 

 



I do believe when we open ourselves up to new ways of seeing that something 
profound can happen.  There will be pain, adjustment and recalibrating, yes.  Loss, 

even.  But when new vision begins to emerge, it will truly surprise us with 
possibilities we simply couldn’t imagine before.  There will be new depth, new 

color, new acuity, new freedom!  New possibilities will emerge, new connections. 
 

Are you with me, on this metaphor?  Let’s take our empty space, for example.  Is 
it empty, or sad, or dreary?  Is it a reminder of what used to be and is no longer 

and never will be again?  Is it a kind of death, of grieving?  Or, is emptiness 
instead like a fertile womb, pregnant with possibility, waiting, getting ready to be 

filled with growing, changing, emerging new life??  We can look at it both ways, 
right?  But which pair of eyes give us energy and power and Spirit, a sense of 

agency and liberation??        
 

There is a spiritual process of gaining new vision.  We can see that empty space as 

pregnant with possibility.  An incubator.  One church I loved declared itself and its 
empty pews “A Laboratory for Mission.”  What a crazy thing to say!  But what is a 

laboratory?  A place where we experiment.  A place where failing is part of 
learning.  What is our vision for this place and how we may fill it?  Some would 

argue that until you envision something, it can’t come into being.  A school, again.  
Maybe a daycare or nursery in the lower level.  Scouts.  AND … Children’s theater 

or performing arts or a coffee house or a dance or yoga studio or … ???   
 

What is our vision for these pews and how we might fill them?  One to one 
invitation – that would be each of you personally inviting someone – this is the 

only way to do it. 
 

That laboratory for mission I spoke of?  They faced their fear of change.  It didn’t 
happen overnight.  They learned to take risks.  They learned how to become 

nimble and decisive in making decisions; hand-wringing and worry can sap vital 

energy.  But now?  New faces, new programs, new outreach.  Lots of community 
groups renting space.  Their rental income is on par now with their pledging.  They 

can afford a clergy person now without taking from savings.  Most churches can’t 
count on pledging anymore to fully fund a budget.  We must learn to see our 

space as a community asset, a community center, a community incubator, a 
source of income.  This is a paradigm shift.  This is seeing differently, realizing 

how limited and narrow our vision has become. 
 

I want to share with you words of invitation that are said every week at Church 
Beyond the Walls in Providence.  I share them with permission.  They pray a 

traditional Eucharistic Prayer, and then they invite any and all who have gathered 
in the Park for worship, or for food to fill their pockets for another day.  This is a 

paradigm shift.  This is seeing with new eyes:  (next page)  
 

 

 



“Come you who come often, and you who have stayed away; come you who 
love Jesus and you who wish you could; come sinners and saints, women 

and men, gay and straight; come you who are sober and you who are not; 
come you who are homeless and you who have a place to rest your heads; 

come you who are citizens of this land, and you who are not; here you are 
citizens of the kingdom of God, so come join this feast that was prepared for 

you from the beginning of the world!  Amen.” 
 

 
 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS NOV. 4, 2:00 AM 
Turn back your timepieces one hour. 

You want to be on time for the All Saints' services! 
 

 
 

 
  

INFORMATION ABOUT THE COLLECTION OF ITEMS FOR THE 
SUNDAY SCHOOL BASKETS CAN BE FOUND AT THE END OF THIS 

LAMP (JUST BEFORE THE BAZAAR INFO). 
 
  

ALL SAINTS' REMEMBRANCE 
 

On November 3 and 4 (at all services), we will be remembering the Saints of the 

Church and the Saints of our lives. You are invited to bring to church pictures of 
family members who are no longer with us, and place the photos in the 

windowsills, on tables around the church, so we will be literally surrounded by the 
saints during our worship. 

 
Any questions, please speak with Rev. Andrea or Sue Hurn. 

 
 

 

                                                PLEASE NOTE 
 

THE CHRISTMAS MEMORIAL FLOWER FORM AND  
ALL THE INFORMATION YOU NEED ABOUT THE  

HOLIDAY ON-THE HILL BAZAAR, GRANNIES’ ATTIC  

ON NOVEMBER 10TH AND ORDERING WREATHS CAN 
BE FOUND AT THE END OF THIS LAMP. 

 
 



WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
Sunday, November 11th (note date change) 

11:30 am 
 

We will discuss Advent and Christmas. All are welcome. 
 

 
 

 FAITH COMMUNITY RESPONSE TO THE 
OPIOID CRISIS IN RI 

 
St. David's on-the Hill will host a special forum sponsored by the Cranston Clergy 

Association on Sunday, November 4th at 4:00 PM.  Please join with friends from 
our neighboring congregations to learn about the opioid crisis in the community.  

How can we reach out to offer hope and healing?  Speakers from FIRE - Faith 
Infused Recovery Efforts (www.fireri.org) - will offer education and resources 

about addiction and recovery.   
 

   

STEWARDSHIP IS EVERYTHING THAT I DO 
AFTER I SAY "I BELIEVE" 

 
If you have not turned in your pledge card, please place it in the Sunday offering 

plate or drop it off at the Parish Office as soon as you are able.  We cannot 
develop an accurate 2019 Budget without accurate pledge amounts. 

 
Many thanks to those on the Stewardship Committee and those who gave their 

stewardship testimonies at the worship services. 

  
 

 MUSIC, MUSIC, MUSIC 

  
Attention ALL Youth, Young Adults, and Adults interested in joining for the 

Thanksgiving Interfaith Service on November 18, 3 pm at Holy Apostles Church, 
Cranston – see Alan for details or come to practice on Thursdays at 7 pm and 

Sundays at 9:30 am.  No experience needed.  AMEN!!! 
 

 
  

 CONFIRMATION AND RECEPTION INTO THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

2018/2019 Intergenerational Confirmation Class!! 
 

The next confirmation class is November 18, Knowing Our History. All are 
welcome.  If you have any questions, please see Rev. Andrea or Deacon Ed. 
  

 
 



ENGAGING IN GOD'S WORD 

We meet Sundays at 9:00-9:45 am in the lower hall.  The subject we 

will explore is the Early Church.  If you have any questions, feel free 
to ask Grace and Fred Malaby or Sue Hurn. 
 

Our schedule through January 2019: November 18, December 2, 9, 
16, and January 6, 12, 20. 

 

 
INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING SERVICE 

NOVEMBER 18 AT 3 PM 
Holy Apostles Church, Cranston 

800 Pippin Orchard Road Cranston, Rhode Island 

Attendees are asked to please bring new white socks, undergarments, winter 

gloves, hats and scarfs for men or women. There will also be a freewill offering to 
be presented to St. Charles Soup Kitchen Providence. All gifts go to support their 

work for those in need. 

 
BOOK CLUB 

  
The St. David’s Book Club selection for our next meeting, Thursday, January 10, 
2019 in the Lower Hall at 7:00 PM is Roger Williams and the Creation of the 
American Soul by John M. Barry. Questions?  Ask Evie Bain.    

 
  

 LAMP SCHEDULE   
 

The next and last LAMP for 2018 will be emailed between November 27-29. 
Please have your articles to spock4ever@aol.com by November 21. These 
deadlines are firm. This LAMP will cover anything happening for Advent and 
Christmastide. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
LOAVES AND FISHES RHODE ISLAND 

November 2, 3:00 pm 

November 20, noon 

 ENEWS DEADLINE 
 

Wednesday of each week. 

Send to Grace at spock4ever@aol.com 



  FINANCIALLY SPEAKING  
  

Contribution statements will be ready in a couple of weeks.  They will cover 
contributions given through October 31.  These statements will show what you 

pledged as well as what you have given through Oct. 31st.  
 

  

CALENDAR OF ST. DAVID'S EVENTS   
 

You will find a Google calendar of events/rentals on St. David's website, 
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=stdavidsrental@gmail.com&ctz
=America/New_York&pli=1. 
 
This calendar is updated regularly.  A reminder to committee/organization leaders 

to contact the Parish Office to add your event to the Parish Calendar and to be 
sure your event does not conflict with another event. 

 

 
 

WE ARE STILL COLLECTING PULL TABS FOR RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE 
Happy pulling….. 

 
 

PRAYER LIST: If you would like to add someone to our Prayer List 
you just need to call the Parish Office.   
Prayer List:  For those who are poor, hungry, bereaved, distressed, 
and sick, Elaine, Catherine, Pat, David, Anna,  Michael, Edward, Sean, 
Tom, Donna, Kristen, Gina, Ned, Wanda, Joan, Chris, Robert, Martha, 
Ed, Billy, John, Meaghan, Janice, William, Leona,  Michelle, Jessica, 
Stephen, Frank, Paul, Carol Ann, Bernard, Ron.  That all find assurance 
of God’s unending love for us. 

 

  
SUGGESTED FOOD ITEM COLLECTION SCHEDULE  

FOR INTERFAITH FOOD PANTRY 

(Note: these are suggestions only.) 
 

Protein Item Nov 4 

Your Choice Nov 11 

Baby/Toddler Food Nov 18 

Tuna Fish Nov 25 

 Pet Food Dec 2 

 Peanut/Nut Butter Dec 9 

 Gluten Free Dec 16 

 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=stdavidsrental@gmail.com&ctz=America/New_York&pli=1
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THANKSGIVING BAG DONATIONS 

St. David’s Sunday School would like to help those less fortunate have a blessed 

Thanksgiving holiday and meal. In order to do this we ask all parents of the 
Sunday School kids as well as all parishioners to aid us in making this possible. 

Last year’s Thanksgiving Bag Outreach was a huge success and many families 

enjoyed a meal because of St. David’s and their willingness to help. A simple can 
of corn really can make a world of difference for those less fortunate.  

 
We will be accepting donations from October 28th through November 11th. 

The kids will assemble the Thanksgiving bags on November 11th and they will be 
delivered the week before Thanksgiving. A bin will be placed in the Narthex on 

October 28th. Children may place donations in the bin or bring them to Sunday 
School. Making a donation is not mandatory but is greatly appreciated in order for 

us to bring holiday joy to as many families as we can. 
  

Gift cards for purchasing turkeys will also be accepted. All donations 
will be used for the Thanksgiving bags and they will be dispersed to 

those families that are of great need throughout Cranston. We greatly 
appreciate your help!!! 

 

~Please see the suggested donation list below for Sunday School parents. 
All other parishioners may donate whatever they wish. Please see the 

sign-up in the Narthex. 
 

Feel free to contact Cheryl Boscia with any questions, mia4@cox.net~480-6009 
 

 Sunday School student donation list: 
-Grades Pre-k-K- Boxed Stuffing and Gravy     

-Grades 1st-2nd- Boxed Mashed Potato           
-Grades- 3rd-4th- Canned Cranberry Sauce        

-Grades 5th-6th- Canned Vegetables 
-Grades 7 through High School-  

      $10 Gift Card’s to purchase Turkey’s  
      (Stop n’ Shop, Walmart, Shaw’s Market, Aldi’s or Price Rite) 
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HOLIDAY ON-THE-HILL BAZAAR AND GRANNIES’ ATTIC 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10 

9 am to 3 pm 
 

   
You don't want to miss this annual event! More treasures than ever 

from Grannies' Attic will fill our Upper Hall and spill below to the 
Basement. Come down to the Lower Hall to check out craft and 

product vendors, baked goods, breakfast snacks and beverages, 
lunch, and desserts at Elsie's Tea. We will offer flu shots again this  

      year.       
 

Note: the presale for Grannies’ Attic for parishioners is  
Friday, November 9, 4-6pm. 

 

BAZAAR BOOSTERS AND PROGRAM BOOKLET 
Our program booklet will welcome guests and share a bit about our 

church, our ministries, and our annual tradition of Holidays on-the-
Hill.   

 
HOLIDAY BAZAAR BAKERY DONATIONS 

Baked good donations are needed for the Church Holiday Bazaar. If you can help 
by baking a pie, cookies, cakes or any other goodies, please sign up.   For 

any further information please contact Terri Sheehan at 943-6519. 
 

HOLIDAY WREATHS 
Since it was such a success last year we will be selling Christmas Wreaths here at 

St. David's once again this year. There is an order form in the Narthex if you 
would like to get your order in early.  

 

The cutoff date for ordering will be Sunday, November 18th and the cost for a 
wreath. Without a bow will be $15.00 and with a bow $16.00. For more 

information please contact either Carol Blackinton or Tom Blackinton. 
 

  
COUNTDOWN AND PREPARATION 

 
November 8-10 

Here’s the plan. If you are available and able to assist, you certainly are welcome. 
Help us make this our best event yet.  

 
Thursday, 6:30pm 

Move all furniture from Lower Hall. Set up tables and chairs.  
 

 

 



Friday, 10am-3pm 
Decorate, post signs.  

Set up Kitchen, Tea & Bakery  
Drop off baked goods. 

 
Friday, 4pm-7pm 

Vendors set-up. 
Drop off baked goods. 

Grannies Attic pre-sale for parishioners 
 

Saturday, 3-4:30pm 
Breakdown, box up, clean up. 

 
  
________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

  
    

CHRISTMAS MEMORIAL FLOWERS 
 

 

Please list the people you wish to be remembered/printed in the Christmas 

Memorial bulletin, and return this form directly to the parish office or drop in the 

collection plate any Sunday, together with your check (for $35.00) by Sunday, 
December 15th.  If you would like to take the plant you have donated home 

please check the area below and the flower guild will make them available on 

Sunday the 30th after the services. 

   

Your Name/Phone Number 
  
  

 __________________________________________________________________________ 
  
  
  

Yes I would like to take home the plant I donated_______ 
 
  
  

  In Memory of__________________________________________________________ 
 


